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Chapter 9     Homeless People

• Seventy percent of homeless people living with AIDS are people of color.
• The majority of homeless people living with AIDS are men (82%) and were infected with

HIV through injection drug use (67%).

Homeless people are of all ages, racial/ethnic groups and are at risk for HIV infection for many
reasons. Information on housing situation is not collected in a uniform manner when AIDS cases
are reported, in addition people may become homeless after their diagnosis.  Therefore AIDS
case data probably undercounts homeless people living with AIDS in Massachusetts.  Figures 9.1
and 9.2 summarize available data on homeless individuals with AIDS in Massachusetts.

Figure 9.1 Homeless People Living with AIDS by Sex, Age
Category,  Race/Ethnicity, and Transmission Mode

Alive AIDS Cases
(Alive as of 7/1/98)

N=144
Sex
    Male
    Female

118 (82%)
26 (18%)

Age Category
   0-12
   13-24
   25-44
   45+

0 (0%)
6 (4%)

115 (80%)
23 (16%)

Race/Ethnicity
    White
    Black
    Hispanic

43 (30%)
68 (47%)
32 (22%)

Transmission Mode
    MSM
    IDU
    MSM/IDU
    HTSX
    Presumed HTSX
    Other

11 (8%)
96 (67%)
12 (8%)

14 (10%)
8 (6%)
3 (2%)
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Figure 9.2 AIDS Cases by Year of Diagnosis 
in Homeless People
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The 1,691 homeless clients of C&T sites had higher seropositivity in 1997 (3%) than the total
C&T population (2%). Homeless C&T clients represented 6% of the total tested in 1997 and
were mostly male (61%). C&T data show that homeless populations have lower return rates
(65%) than the total C&T clients (78%). Homeless C&T clients participate in more high risk
behaviors when compared to all C&T clients. In 1997, 33% of homeless clients reported
injection drug use as their highest risk, compared to 11% of the total C&T population.
Furthermore, 44% of homeless clients reported injection drug usage as a risk factor in 1997 and
85% of homeless injection drug users reported sharing needles. Fourteen percent of homeless
clients reported sex with a person with HIV/AIDS as their highest risk.

Because of the lack of current data on homeless people, the MPPG contracted with a private
research firm to conduct a serosurvey with this population. The serosurvey sampled 200 persons
living in temporary shelters in Worcester.  The majority of the persons sampled were male
(89%), White (71%), and above the age of 30 years (86%). Oral Mucosal Testing (OMT) was
used.  Overall HIV antibody positivty of the 176 satisfactory specimens taken was 6%, higher
than that among homeless clients accessing Counseling and Testing services. Questions about
sexual activity were not asked, as survey sites would not permit them. Injection drug use within
the last six months was reported by 22% of the sample.


